UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN WELCOMES NEW & RETURNING
STUDENTS WITH THE ELECTRO-VOICE® XLC™ LINE ARRAY AND
QRX™ LOUDSPEAKERS
South Lyon, MI (September 30, 2003): JC Audio and Light (South Lyon, MI)
helped kick off fall semester at the University of Michigan in early September,
using the Electro-Voice Xlc line array loudspeaker system. JC’s owner Jeff
Chaffin added this event to his list of different shaped and sized applications for
which the Xlc is rapidly proving itself without peer in the world of sound
reinforcement. Jeff discussed the story behind JC’s Xlc rig, from purchase to
performance:

Xlc & QRx at Chrysler Stadium, University of Michigan

“We purchased the rig from Sound Productions, the Texas-based company.
I’ve been working with Tim laPrade from Sound Productions for several years
now. At the time there was a 16-show contract at a local venue that came up
very quickly. I knew Tim moved a lot of volume, so I called him up and told him
I had a week and a half to turn it around with an Xlc rig, and he said ‘no
problem’. Ironically enough, those shows ended up falling through, but we
immediately used the Xlc to great benefit at a number of other events, which
gave us a reassuring sense of its versatility. In retrospect, I have no problem
with our somewhat rushed purchase of the rig. Quite simply, it’s been fantastic.

It’s actually been out on tour for three weeks now with db Sound – no strangers
to Electro-Voice! The Xlc is out on the road making money, where it belongs,
and I suspect that’s where it’ll stay. I’m looking forward to doing a lot of the
indoor theater events, now that fall is here, as well as lots of local arena work.
There are a great deal of medium-sized theater venues here in the Detroit
area. As we saw at the demos in Ann Arbor, this is the perfect environment for
the Xlc.”
“We brought (18) Xlc127+, (12) QRx 218S, and (1) 48-channel Midas Legend
3000 to Chrysler arena in Ann Arbor, the University of Michigan’s indoor
basketball stadium, a stone’s throw from where the Xlc was demo’d. The rig
was used to ensure the dignitaries could be heard loud and clear by the
thousands of people gathered there. Vocals need volume in a space like this,
but obviously can easily get lost in such a reverberant space. Plus, an
audience is invariably inclined to lose interest if all they can hear is a drone of
mumbled syllables. The Xlc equipped us with the control and the power we
needed to ensure the speakers’ voices were clear in spite of the cavernous
surroundings. In terms of effective communication putting everybody on the
same page, the rig really helped the school year get off to a good start.”

Jeff Chaffin at Ford Field, University of Detroit:
Gala Fundraiser with the Midas Legend 3000

Sound Productions (www.soundpro.com) has been a wholesaler to the live sound
reinforcement industry for about 25 years. They have a reputation for doing
business with concert level gear, and most of the big touring companies have
something from Sound Productions in their inventory. Sound Productions’ Tim
laPrade offered his own thoughts on the Xlc: “We’ve become one of the top
three ‘go-tos’ when shopping for this level of equipment. We’re based in
Dallas, but only about 10-percent of our client base is in Texas, as
characterized by the deal with JC. The Xlc is ideal for the smaller regional
company who need a box that is going to be rider friendly. It offers the highest
quality in the smallest footprint. It doesn’t require a huge tractor-trailer to move
it around. It also doesn’t require a crew of six 300-pound men to set it up!”

JC Audio & Light’s new Xlc/QRx rig’s first outing: compact control and power at the
Freedom Festival Fireworks, Detroit, July 4th weekend, 2003

LaPrade continued: “We carry all the major brands here, and everybody’s
making a small line array. We’ve had a great deal of success with the Xlc 127
and 127+. EV has done an excellent job in marketing the box, and it’s really
living up to all of its accolades. The Nix Agency recently took over as EV
manufacturer representatives here in Texas, and has been doing a stellar job
in promoting the Xlc along with all the Telex product lines. I’ve known Dan (Nix)
for many years, and he’s really hit his stride with EV. He put a fabulous
demonstration here at a local performance venue. I’ve seen countless
manufacturers demos: hotel ballrooms and so on. But this was different - a
serious location for a serious product. Dan did it right: he brought the system
to the kind of venue where it would be performing all the time, putting it through
various applications in which we could be using it. My customers and I got a
real-world idea of what the Xlc can do; the rig showed its versatility without
compromise in the kind of space most of its potential users will be working in
regularly. It sounded amazing, and was so easy to set up. That says it all in
terms of profitability. We all like the return on our investment, but we like the
music to sound good in the same token!”
For full details on all Electro-Voice products, please visit www.electrovoice.com

Electro-Voice® is a professional audio brand of Telex Communications, Inc., a
leader in the design, manufacture and marketing of sophisticated audio, wireless,
multimedia, aircraft, broadcast and communications equipment for commercial,
professional and industrial customers. Telex Communications markets its products
in more than 80 countries under the brands EV®, Telex®, RTS™, Dynacord®,
Midas®, Klark Teknik®, University® and others.
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