DYNACORD® COBRA™ AND MIDAS® VENICE™ IMPRESS AT HIGH
PROFILE CHURCH MUSIC CONFERENCE

The Dynacord Cobra at Kempke’s Music Conference

Orlando, FL (January 23, 2004): Kempke’s Music Service (kempke.com) is a
well-known name in the world of Church music retail and production. Having
expanded with their equally strong Kempke’s Pro Audio division, the company
enlisted the technical expertise of Florida-based Media in Ministry
(mediainministry.org) to augment their resources in this field, and in particular
for their annual music conferences, events that have been touring the US for
30 years. Kempke’s hired Media in Ministry to design the stage, sound and
lighting production for the 2004 conferences, which began in Orlando, FL on
January 5th-8th, and Dallas, TX on January 20th. The Dynacord Cobra compact
line array system and Midas Venice mixing console were at the heart of the
event’s sonic success. Media in Ministry will provide this same sound
reinforcement system for all the Kempke’s conferences, soon to visit Daytona
Beach, FL and Minneapolis, MN. Media in Ministry’s Gene Blankenship
described how the winning combination of Cobra and Venice provided grace
under pressure at the busy Orlando Winter conference:
“We came in to help Kempke’s step up to a new level of production quality and
sophistication. These conferences are all about new ideas in sound, lighting
and video for churches, along with the choral music that Kempke’s is famous

for. The shows function as a promotional forum for new music from major
publishers like Word and Integrity, for which Kempke’s is the main retailer.
Media in Ministry joined forces with Kempke’s to pool our resources: their sales
success and contacts combined with our knowledge of systems and
production. The Cobra system represents the new standard in sound,
coverage and control that can meet the demands of contemporary houses of
worship. Similarly, at a show like this, the Cobra can be used to present the
new music upon which Kempke’s reputation was built, without compromising
by using an inferior PA.”

National Contemporary Christian act 4Him perform with the Cobra

The conference featured a number of full church choir musical premieres.
Each premiere was performed by a local church choir and presented new
pieces to the attendees. Blankenship explained how the Cobra’s ‘plug in and
play’ versatility saved the day: “On the first night we had the 80-person choir
and 30-person orchestra from Oviedo Baptist Church. Major Contemporary
Christian artists like Charles Billingsley and 4Him performed concerts at the
end of each night. We also had premieres for children’s music, so it was a real
mix of styles. For this we had 10 wireless headset microphones on stage in
addition to the solo mic’s. The Cobra system performed very well with all that
going on, especially since there were zero rehearsals for these daytime
performances. Usually the techs and the choir spend weeks rehearsing and

tweaking. We had just 5 minutes to put the system together, get it mic’d up
and ready to go! We had no rehearsal time with any of these choirs. They
prepared in their own time, and so did we – by picking the ‘plug in and play’
Cobra along with the tried and tested quality of the Midas Venice. The choir
walked in, we set the choir and orchestra mic’s up and that was it. There was
no compromise in sound quality at all, and members of the audience frequently
commented on how good things sounded.”

Gene Blankenship at the 24-channel Midas Venice console

Blankenship continued: “On the last night we had the First Baptist Church of
Kissimmee choir on stage with 110 members. Plus we had 8 soloists and a
praise team singing up front with 6 more mic’s. Each of these performances
was premiered with the arrangers and the writers present; they were in the
room with the performers, showcasing their work. You couldn’t have asked for
a more critical audience in terms of sound quality and presentation! On top of
this, we had at least 450 church choir directors from across the South East
present. Every person present was a decision maker at his or her church. On
the last night we put on an hour-long choir/musical production called ‘One
Nation Under God’. The writer and arranger were both standing there looking
over my shoulder, giving me cues for the solos, etc. Both of them said there
was no reason for them to be concerned because the system sounded great –
they didn’t change a thing. It’s a high-pressure situation all around: a critical

audience, the writers and arrangers’ personal interest in sound quality, and the
people from Kempke’s, who have everything at stake.”

Media in Ministry and Kempke’s join forces to retail the best in HoW sound solutions

Blankenship concluded: “The goal of the sound production here is to sell new
music to different churches, to help enrich their congregation’s worship
experience. That’s not going to come across as an added value if things don’t
sound great on the night the buying decisions are made. The Cobra system
provides a level of quality that allows the power of these musical productions to
come across with full coverage and sonic detail in a manner that really moves
the audience. Nobody had a bad seat, and nobody was distracted away from
the content by poor quality audio! This space had all the makings of a tough
room: long, wide, with short ceilings. The coverage and clarity were simply
amazing. Coupled with the Venice, with those awesome preamps and EQs,
the Cobra is unbeatable in this kind of application. There were no weak links in
the chain: the two strongest elements have to be the speakers and the board,
and, at this level, it doesn’t get any better than this. What better proving
ground than with a choir and the myriad of dynamics on stage? It would have
been so easy to get overwhelmed by the hectic schedule and logistical
challenges of the show. The Cobra/Venice combo helped us keep things
under control without cutting corners.”
(more photos)

The Cobra System: The Friendly Weapon
Within the last few years the popularity of line-array systems in the
professional concert sound business has dramatically increased because of
their characteristic coverage pattern, long-throw ability and low-distortion.
Now, with the COBRA System these advantages are also available for
applications employing conventional large-format line-array systems, where
economical operation was just not possible before. Cobra comes as a
complete, ideally tuned system including a digital system controller with
application-optimized presets and high-performance power amps. The entire
package is truly compact, quickly set up and remarkably easy to operate.
For full details on Dynacord and Midas products, please visit
www.dynacord.com and www.midasconsoles.com
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